$Tour letter of 5^3, just arrived, impels me to halt preparations for the 
trip for which I will in ay event not have time tc prepare for adequately to 
respond and to reassure you. Have no fears, either aMut Thornley’ s guilt of 
perjury or about the kind of person he is. He is a very had one. I have unassail- 
able proofs, and in his own handwriting, n<bt just published. He be 3 interested 
me much for a year and a half and I've never been able to give him the time he 
warrants. Little by little, I am accumulating the staff. I am certain that GarrisoajE-.. 
to ^hora 1 had given only part, has more than enough without what have since the 
indictment developed. 

I wish I could tell you exactly how Lifton fits in this. I fear Ittile 
reasonable argument inlaying that the beat face he can wear is one of a pen almost 
always wrong. If it ..is* merely a question of his judgement, that is awful. The worst 
is that he is actively on. the other side. The result' is the same in either, case. 

I have refused to have anything, to do with him, for the least disadvantage i s that 
we will waste an incredible amount of time. He figutes in the cancellation of the 
-^iebeier debate at h es.eda in a way that makes him Liebeler’s agent, again. s\ best, 
snd 1 have this both from him end in writing from the people involved. All of the 

effort he expends is, clearly, on the wrong side. I will not take time for detail, 

but I assure you of it. 

Now, on the pictures: X have made no use of them because you didn t do them 
ths way I wanted and they eaant be used that way. Further, let me tell you that I 

now have a newsphotp of -^hcmlsy, taken the time of the assassination, bust 

shows him, for the only time I can. find, parting his hair on thenopposite side, 
just as in the_picture I had. printed backward. If this is all I tell, you , it ia 
far from what 1 have. 

'.Then you know what T hornley really is, what he has really written, what he 
^nuinely believes, you can wonder about Dave, who claims him for a friend. n e is 
a man who, sside from. his neanderthal concepts and writings, believe in oeating 
women up, and I have his handwritten gloating over this, in gouging the eyes of 
a man who tried to defend that woman, again in his handwriting, whose great desire 
was, a pit Higgles to Marlyn, "to pbss on Kennedy’s grave", who moved to as close to the 
Warren Sommission as he could get and, with a salary of $60.00 weekly paid for a 
$120.00 month sp/atment, meanwhile writing that his move that close hed them, same 
apologies, "Pissing in their pants". Jte celebrated the assassination, from what, I 
hear in New Orleans, and this is not in my proofs, gloated over it, which is. Do 
you reouire mere* 

t 

Lifton did not arrange .for ^hornley tc testify before the grand- jury. 1 i.irst 
tried to avoid this for him, qyite openly, last/Vovember, in. the presence of a friend 
of his and through his agent , and friend, c lint Bolton. Bolton, nut that he is, 
thereupon wrote a column on this in a freaky paper in the Quarter but recommended 
that Thornley accept my offer. lahad given C-arrison enough by that time snd Mien 
Thornley would not, do it the way that was to his interest, he did it the hard way, 
snd by then I had given Garrison more, including transcribed tapes and tapes of his 
public statements* ^ cu realize, there is enough in 0 IN No to more than wo rrsn his 
being called. '.That Lifton did is to prepare with Thornley a lengthy end deceptive 
statement that I have read that led Garrison astray wcjth not only x homley. 

Now I have knowledge of ^-homley end Marina, but I do not hove that picture 
and would muc^ very much, like a so’y as fsst as possible. 

If Thornley ’ s attorney does call you, which is unlikely, pleas® tape it., h 
he does not know who Thornley is, we do. I cannot begin to tell you nzfkt x know but 




on the basis of what 1 now know he may be one of the more important characters 
in the entire story. 

1 regret that Lifton found out about this and that, with all that he has 
already done, you people 3till trust him. Did not Steve Surton tell you about him’ 

I think it is now vital that you recount the entire interview as carefully 
as you can. Here, in . particular, I refer to xiscifepn what you describe as "an 
unusual amount of interest in where I got the picture and what I knew about it." 

Recently Lifton has been .devoting himself to trying to frustrate what I do. 
That is not, if he is genuinely on out side, a constructive- effort. 

Unless Lifton knows the testimony ^hornley gave, which is secret, hew esn he 
have a valid opinion on whether qr not T'nornley is innocent* The charge^ is perjury, 
not assassination. ' 

If I know Lifton, and if . he has any thing to do with it, tills win not. 
remain a "tempest in a teapot", and I quote you. This is ec. other J^son for making 
the most complete record possible. You might also understand, for what it i s worth, 
that others out there believe he has serious psychiatric problems. Why not ask 

Maggie about him* I think you should. Learn what he did to her. 

/ 

Were it safely possible .to tell you more, I would. Please accept ssypassurances 
that in addition to what. I recount above I have more cug/?sble knowledge of T horn- 
ley 8nd every reason to cerdit it and that Garrison not only has the indieirient but 
told me he was aghast that Lfrornley would so openly perjure himself. 

Do you realize that, aside from what is in 0 IN NO, 1 horn ley is the one who 
pinned the bum red rap on hss "friend", Oswald, knowing fall well it was false* Do 
you think he did this for nothing! Not a single one of Oswald s Marine mates *<$uld 
do this, only he. Want his writings saying the s- ; ms thing* I’ve got them. Doas this 
suggest the possibility that a perjury charge was the lesser evil 

r 

He presumeably has nc income. He said in Tampa that between Mhem , and h\s 
wife is a teacher, they have a $.5,000 income. How can he afford to take his lawye? 
to Hew Orleans and have a vacation for most of a week cn this income I was there when 
it happened. 

If you want any other kind of assurance that I can give you, ask. And if the 
lawyer phones you, give him my .number’ 



Eurrie fily 




